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St John the Baptist Parishioners acting on their baptismal commitment

Testimony from our youth:
Hola from Peru. We are having so much fun here
while helping so many people.
Today we built a house from the ground up, delivered food and gift packages, bought furniture and
delivered it to several families, and taught little children English at the school. We are all very tired and
want real American food. I think I can speak for
most everyone, we are very sad that we only have
two more days but at the same time we want to go
home to our families.
We all have grown closer to each other and God
in different ways throughout the seven days we have
been here. I have grown closer to God through the
Peruvian people and how kind they are to all of us
even though they have close to nothing. Because of
these people I have learned what it means to be
truly happy and joyful. We all met our families yesterday and it was an eye opening experience. We
learned they sometimes sleep on the floor or have one bed for
all the children. Some were devastated by the flood last year
SERVANT HEARTS and some had a small amount of damage. Peru is so much
AT WORK IN PERU different from the
U.S. not only in
the things that
we see, but in the
St. John’s youth, along with
unseen things
adults, just returned from serv- that happen here
ing the people of our
every day.
sister parish in Puira, Peru.
I am having
so much fun
even though my
Testimony from an adult leader: Spanish is not
the best. I wish
you all the best
We have been very busy
since we got to Perú and it is so exciting to watch the kids as and cannot
they experience doing God’s work with the Peruvians. Some wait to see you
again.
of our chores have included: building a house, delivering gift
boxes and food, distributing clothes, teaching English at Fr.
Love always,
Joe’s school, helping cook and clean at the orphanage, visitAnnie S.
ing and cleaning at the hospice and taking Communion to the
shut-ins. God truly is touching our children.
Besos y bendiciones, Anita E.

GOD’S HANDIWORK

dren. Pray for God to reveal them to you. Not just any work will
do. Live in what He created you for. Not to earn your own rightby Karen Pourbabaee
eousness or just to feel good about yourself.
Here’s the thing… good works will give witness to your life
“For we are His handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good
redeemed
by grace. They will glorify God and make Him known.
works that God prepared in advance that we should live in
They’re
a
statement
of your faith. An act of thanksgiving for new
them.” Ephesians 2:10 NAB
life. Good works fuel your faith, for faith without works is dead.
About five years ago when I retired, I discovered this graceful (James 2:26) They are an exercise of your spiritual gifts, a sowlittle piece of china in an antique shop. It sat on my desk a while, ing to the Spirit so you may reap life in the Spirit. (Galatians 6:8)
You are God’s very own work of art. Be a living monument of
then one morning after reading Ephesians 2:10, I inscribed
His grace. Let your life display your
those life-giving words onto it, creating my
own little work of art. It’s a reminder that my
living faith. Go forth and glorify Him.
Father not only fashioned me into something
beautiful, but He still had a specific plan for
As a Christian freelance writer, Karen
my life…many good works planned in adis author of ACADIAN MELODY and
vance, just waiting for me to live in them.
part of a multi-author series of books,
Now good works have gotten a bad rap in
Mixed Blessings. She is a regular devosome religious circles. Human efforts don’t
tional contributor for Faith writers.com
win us entry into heaven…it’s a gift of His
and iDisciple.
grace through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
But in Ephesians it appears good works are
the primary job description for God’s chil-

FR. RAY’S CAMPAIGN UPDATE
UPDATE
Over the past weeks our parish has been conducting the One Church, Many Disciples campaign. I
have had the pleasure of sitting down with many parishioners to share this exciting project with them,
hear their feedback, and receive their support. I have been humbled and honored by the overwhelming generosity that St. John’s has shown. I am so grateful for all of the families who have contributed
and I want to give a special thank you to the many families who volunteered to help me in this effort,
I could not do this without you. Currently our parish has raised more than $3 million towards our
goal of $4,775,000, these funds will support projects at our parish and throughout the archdiocese.
Our community here at St. John the Baptist has many needs that will
be supported through our participation in One Church Many Disciples.
We receive 20% of everything we raise up to our parish goal; and once
we surpass our goal, we will receive 50% of all funds collected above
the goal. This means more than $955,000 could be returned to our
parish for the following needs:

Conceptual Rendering of the Blessed
Stanley Rother Shrine, Ministry
Center, and Museum

WEST PARKING LOT EXTENSION
EXTENSION
This will add at least ninety-six spaces and free up the middle
parking lot for the use of Seniors and Special needs parking.
SECURE SCHOOL ENTRANCE
ENTRANCE
A recent security assessment revealed issues with the current
configuration of the school. Relocating the main entrance to the
west side of the campus will create a division between the
students and visitors and address safety concerns

PROPOSED NEW RECTORY
There are currently no plans in place for a new rectory. However, with recent electrical, HVAC and
plumbing issues, the Property Board is working with
architects for ideas to ensure our priests will have a
suitable living space.

If you have any questions about One Church, Many Disciples or would like to patriciate, please visit
onechurchmanydisciples.org or call the parish office (405) 340-0691 for more information.
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THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
The halls are quiet at St.
Elizabeth’s, and we are in fullpreparation mode for the upcoming school year, but it’s important to take a few minutes to share the growth,
highlights and successes as we close the book
on 2017-2018.
The school year began last August with Fr.
Ackerman proclaiming it as “The Year of Our
Lord at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic School
“, and indeed it was! As we look back, we are so
grateful for all God has done in and through our
great school. The success of St. Elizabeth’s over
the past year reflects the support of an engaged
and committed community of teachers, parents,
parishioners, benefactors and friends of the
school. While not every detail is listed, we hope
to capture the essence of the great work and
many accomplishments of the stakeholders of
our school community and to celebrate our students, staff and families for their achievements
this year.
A Year in Review 2017-2018:
• Added a family Mass to Back to School
Night to kickoff the year
• Adopted new math and religion curriculum
at all grade levels
• Installed document cameras and laptops in
all core classrooms
• Launched an after-school enrichment program – Cardinal University
• Carpeted all elementary classrooms
• Increased school enrollment by 13%
• Introduced a new standardized testing program – ACT Apsire
• Scored above Archdiocesan average in
every area on the ACT Aspire
• Implemented the Core Instructional Model
teaching methodology
• Added Latin to our World Languages offerings for middle school
• Partnered with Good Shepherd Catholic
School at Mercy to bring a satellite classroom on campus and participate in a Peer

Long Term Care Myth
Busters Presentation

JOIN US for free non proprietary information on how medical professionals define longterm care and what types of
care are available; what a typical long-term
care experience looks like and today's and
future costs in the Oklahoma City area; and
how Medicare and Medicaid fit into long-term
care planning; and long-term care insurance

Integration program.
Celebrated our feast day with a special
Mass and assembly
• Started a Robotics program and team for
our 7th/8th grade students
• Prepared beautiful artwork to be used at
the Beatification of Blessed Stanley Rother
and the annual Breakfast Celebrating
Catholic Education.
• Awarded nearly $150,000 in need-based
tuition assistance
• Created a Catholic Vocations Wax Museum
• Honored those who serve our country at an
assembly for Veteran’s Day
• Celebrated many wins and championships
in our athletic programs
• Created care packages for our public
school teachers during the teacher walkout
• Participated in a school-wide Service Day
• Added a monthly Exalt! assembly to enhance our Catholic culture
• Collected canned goods for the Samaritan
House
• Added a new school sign on the Boulevard
side of campus
• Held Fine Arts Night to showcase our arts
programs
• Organized a #STEM@SEAS day to focus on
STEM experiences
• Celebrated Catholic schools during our
“Catholic Schools Rock!” dance party
• Hosted a very successful Seton Soiree dinner, dance and auction
• Observed Good Friday following The Way of
the Cross from Mary’s perspective
• Restructured our Field Day to be a schoolwide event
• Honored our graduating eighth graders as a
school community at our final Mass
Looking back on 2017-2018, we are amazed
anew at all God did on behalf of St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Catholic School to help us fulfill our
mission by “preparing students spiritually and
academically for lives of holiness and service”.
We are grateful for a very blessed school year!

•

and other ways to pay for care. Presentation
and meal provided by Sundy Corbin.
WHERE: Commons
WHEN: Thursday, July 19, 2018,
5:30—6:30 pm
Soup & salad served.
Reserve your seat by July 13.
REGISTER: stjohn-catholic.org and click Event
Registration
MORE INFORMATION:
Marilyn Seiler, RN 405-340-0691, x 197



EVENT
SPOTLIGHT
June 11-15
- VBS & Totus Tuus
June 23
- Parish Block Party
June 26
- Edge Movie Night
June 27
- Patriotic Rosary
June 28
- Parish Council
June 29
- Cook’s Night Out
July 2
- Grief Support
July 4
- LibertyFest Parade
July 6
- Ladies Bunco
July 10
- Summer Sonshine
July 10
- St. Teresa’s Guild
July 10
- Keenagers
July 12
- Children’s Adoration
July 12
- Pregnancy & Infant Loss
July 13
- Beacon Drive-In Movie
July 16-20
- Offices Closed: Cleaning
July 19
- Inspiring Health Series
July 24
- Finance Board
July 26
- Parish Council
July 27
- Cook’s Night Out
July 30
- Peru Mission Meeting
August 2
- Inspiring Health Series
August 3
- Staff Retreat - closed
August 5
- St John’s Dodge ball
August 10
- Pelican Bay Night
August 25-26
- Stewardship Fair
Complete calendar
stjohn-catholic.org
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St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church
900 South Littler
P.O. Box 510
Edmond, OK
73083
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“GOD
BLESS
AMERICA,
LAND
THAT I
LOVE”

St. John’s

Patriotic Rosary

for the needs of our country
Wednesday, June 27, 2018
7:00 pm
St. John’s Sanctuary
We’ll be praying for GOD to
help our great nation, and we
hope YOU will join us; please
bring your loved ones!!

ST JOHN’S PARISH
BLOCK PARTY
Saturday, June 23, 6pm

school playground & parking lot

Food trucks
Sno Cones
Inflatables

Dunk Tank
Old Fashion Games

The parish is providing each person:
1 meal ticket, 1 sno cone ticket, chips and drinks
We will have volunteers to stand in line for you
and provide extra hands if needed.
Follow our event on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter
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